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Curiosity: What can a nuclear notation card tell us?
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Nuclear notation is an efficient accounting system. The superscript tracks mass number, the
subscript tracks atomic number, and a printed equation can be checked by adding those values
on both sides. That lets us recognize the signature of an alpha, beta-minus, or gamma model
without using a source or making a measurement.

The same equation is not a complete risk or application story. It does not give an emission
rate, distance, shielding, exposure, engineering design, medical context, or policy tradeoff. Those
questions require separate evidence and careful contextual analysis.
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