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Curiosity: What is useful about a simplified biomolecule
model?
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Simple chain cards make one relationship easy to see: for a linear chain, each added unit creates
one more adjacent connection after the first, so the number of links is one fewer than the number
of units. The same visual language can organize carbohydrate, peptide, and nucleotide examples
without pretending that those examples are identical.

What the card leaves out is just as important. Real biomolecules have sequences, shapes,
environments, interactions, and biological contexts. A connectivity count is a starting point for a
model question, not evidence for biological function, health, nutrition, medicine, or pharmaceutical
action.
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