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Curiosity: One Word, Several Useful Models
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Acid and base are not labels that work exactly the same way in every setting. In water, hydronium
and hydroxide provide a practical Arrhenius lens. In a proton-transfer equation, the Bronsted—
Lowry lens can show which partner donated and which accepted. Choosing a model is not
weakness; it is how chemists make a claim precise enough to test.

The same care matters for everyday language. A concentrated solution contains more dissolved par-
ticles per volume; a strong-acid model concerns ionization behavior. Neither phrase automatically
tells you rate or hazard.
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